FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
Dutch, erred in continuing to think Spain the
enemy and in failing to perceive the growing
power of France. And the colonial policy which
led to the breaking away of the United States
was of course a big blunder which cost the
British Empire dear, and proved all but fatal
Still, in 1914, this great institution was to all
appearance sound, greater, richer, more powerful,
and more peaceful than ever.
Then came the Great War, and Britain blun-
dered into it as helplessly as everyone else* It
is possible, but not certain, that a stronger and
more skilful diplomacy, more mindful of well-
tried traditions, could have averted the catas-
trophe. But there is little doubt that British state-
craft was at fault both in the conduct and in
the conclusion of the War. The War was fought
to a finish, regardless not merely of the cost,
but also of policy. Complete victory crowned
unprecedented efforts.
But has the result been to strengthen the British
Empire, and to launch it on a new era of peace
and prosperity? Surely the host of difficulties
which now beset it, sapping its strength and
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